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IMMIGRATION 
Statement 

HON ROBIN SCOTT (Mining and Pastoral) [5.51 pm]: Regarding my budget reply, it was obvious that 
I tweaked a loose wire today, because sparks were coming from one of the honourable members. I was accused of 
being anti-immigration. I can assure members that I am not anti-immigration. I am actually an immigrant myself, 
along with my two honourable colleagues, believe it or not. I said that I wanted jobs for our own people first. When 
I say “our own people”, I mean regardless of whether they are Chinese, Asians, British or Indians. If they are here, 
they are welcome. There was also an attempt to besmirch my party by reference to the National Rifle Association. 
Pauline Hanson’s One Nation Western Australia has no control over who is employed in Queensland. The 
two gentlemen had no authority to make any deals on behalf of One Nation. I seem to remember, only a few 
months ago, that some right-wing Neo-Nazis had infiltrated the Nationals in New South Wales, and I am sure that 
the WA Nationals had no control over that. 

From visiting my electorate and finding out more about the designated area migration agreement, I can assure 
members that I am a full bottle on that. If I go out and visit a mine site and I am having tea and doughnuts with a mine 
executive, I can assure members that he is all for DAMA, because they want the trained professionals on the floor 
now. They do not want to have to go and poach them from some other company and offer them huge amounts of 
money to jump ship; they want them now. However, for every tea and doughnut executive, there are hundreds of 
crusher operators, ball mill operators, boilermakers, fitters, electricians and even administration receptionists who, 
if asked, will say that they do not want DAMA. They do not want their jobs jeopardised by another 240 000 people 
coming into the country. That is why we want to try to limit immigration—not stop it; just limit it. 

I have noticed that any mention of the former Leader of the National Party, who is a close friend of Hon Jacqui Boydell, 
and any reference to his disastrous royalty hike plan will always get a strike from the honourable member. The 
royalty hike appears to be still on the agenda of the WA Nationals. Surely, if the Nationals looked at how they 
went at the last federal election, they would surely be encouraged to have a look at their policies. 
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